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Update: minimal harm to environment  

EPD confirms timely and correct measures were taken by Zschimmer & 
Schwarz, Inc. after a small fire  

 

Milledgeville, GA, 28 October 2019 – Due to a small fire at our plant in 

Milledgeville, Georgia, on October 21, 2019, large quantities of water were 

discharged by our fire suppression system. As a result, liquid containing SMO 

and SML LV in small quantities flowed into our storm drains and was discharged 

into an adjacent creek. Both products are based on sugar and natural oils, pH-

neutral, biodegradable and non-hazardous.  

 

However, the release caused cloudy water and created a temporary disturbance 

in oxygen level in the stream. Due to the rise and subsequent fall of the water 

level in the creek, a number of small fish were caught in stagnant pools of water. 

Zschimmer & Schwarz took action to restore continuous water flow to these 

pools, but we are very sorry to report that about 40 of those fish perished due to 

low levels of oxygen in the water. They were removed from the creek by our 

environmental contractor.  

 

EPD has confirmed that all necessary steps were taken by Zschimmer & 

Schwarz in a correct and timely manner and that the stream was completely clear 

from the source to the dam within 72 hours, with active and healthy wildlife 

observed.  

 

We would like to apologize for any harm caused to the environment as a result of 

the incident at our plant,” said Bill Burton, CEO of Zschimmer & Schwarz, Inc. 

“Safety and environmental protection are of the highest priority to us. Therefore, 

we will conduct a thorough investigation of the incident in cooperation with the 

authorities and implement any necessary changes to further improve our 

procedures and enhance our safety protocols.”   
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About Zschimmer & Schwarz 

Zschimmer & Schwarz is a company with global operations, headquartered in Lahnstein near 
Koblenz, Germany. The company has been family-owned since its founding in Chemnitz, 
Germany in 1894. Our core activities include the development, manufacture and delivery of 
tailor-made chemical auxiliaries for the leather, fur, ceramic, textile and fibre industries. In 
addition, Zschimmer & Schwarz is one of the leading manufacturers of high-performance 
chemical specialities and auxiliaries for cosmetics and cleaning applications as well as 
phosphonates and polymer-based solutions. The corporate group Zschimmer & Schwarz 
combines 29 companies in 16 countries on five continents, 21 of them with their own 
production facilities. 
 
Contact 
Zschimmer & Schwarz GmbH Co KG 
Chemische Fabriken 
Max-Schwarz-Strasse 3-5 
56112 Lahnstein | DE 
T +49 2621 12-201 
F +49 2621 12-507 
corpcom@zschimmer-schwarz.com  
zschimmer-schwarz.com 
 

http://www.zschimmer-schwarz.com/
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